Britannica Adds New Collections of “Primary Sources”

eBooks from Project Gutenberg including literature, history and philosophy provide a new dimension to research
CHICAGO, October 2, 2008—Students using Encyclopaedia Britannica’s school, library and academic Web sites now have extensive collections of original source documents at their fingertips, with Primary Sources, a vast collection spanning literature, history, philosophy and other fields.    

The new collections, amounting to tens of thousands of documents, many of them full-length books, are now available to users of Britannica Online (search.eb.com), Britannica Online School Edition (school.eb.com) and Britannica Online Public Library Edition (library.eb.com). 

The documents are available by special arrangement with the Project Gutenberg Consortia Center (www.gutenberg.cc), a program founded by Michael Hart in 1971 to create electronic books by digitizing important texts and making them widely available.  Incorporating these texts with Britannica’s extensive reference and multimedia collections puts them conveniently at the disposal of students, teachers and professors.

Included are full-length works of authors as diverse as Plato, Charles Dickens, Leo Tolstoy, Charlotte Bronte, Geoffrey Chaucer, Leonardo da Vinci, Beatrix Potter, Mark Twain, William Shakespeare and Leo Tolstoy.  The books are linked directly with the Britannica articles on the authors, so students researching those authors can instantly get the full texts of their major works with just an additional click of the mouse.

“This adds an entire new dimension to our Web sites with immediate benefit to our subscribers,” said Michael Ross, a senior vice president at Encyclopaedia Britannica and general manager of its education division.  “It puts an extensive set of classics—great works in many fields—right at the user’s fingertips.  If you’re researching Lincoln, Shakespeare, Kant, or Edgar Allan Poe, you not only have information about their lives, but you have their works right there.  You can read them for pleasure or enlightenment or use them as documentary sources for research. In addition, many of the documents we include are hard to find in any format, making original research easier. With this, the promise of integrating sources from different sections of the library and putting them in one place takes another big leap.”
Institutions interested in Britannica’s products, including online resources from Britannica Digital Learning, can go to info.eb.com or call 1-800-621-3900.  
About Encyclopaedia Britannica

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., is a leader in reference and education publishing whose products can be found in many media, from the Internet to cell phones to books. A pioneer in electronic publishing since the early 1980s, the company also still publishes the 32-volume Encyclopaedia Britannica, along with Web sites such as Britannica Online School Edition and new printed products, such as the Britannica Illustrated Science Library. The company makes its headquarters in Chicago. 
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