Britannica’s Math in Context Helps Philadelphia Schools Raise Test Scores
Grades 6-8 curriculum contributes to upward trend
CHICAGO, May 6, 2009—The public school students of Philadelphia have shown dramatic improvement in mathematics achievement since 2002, thanks to curricular and other reforms the district has implemented, including the adoption of Encyclopaedia Britannica’s Mathematics in Context program for grades 6-8.

According to the preliminary results from last year’s Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) standardized test, one general measure of performance shows that the percentage of Philadelphia students advanced or proficient in math rose from under 20 percent in 2002 to 49 percent in 2008.   

The period corresponds closely to the one in which Mathematics in Context (MiC) has been used in the district.  The Britannica curriculum was introduced in some Philadelphia schools in 2002 and adopted system-wide the following year.


In the grades for which MiC was the standard curriculum, the results are as follows for the years in which data are available:

· sixth graders improved from 40.6 percent advanced or proficient in 2006 to 49.7 percent in 2008, a 9.1 percent improvement in two years;
· scores for seventh graders rose from 39.4 percent in 2006 to 48.3 percent in 2008, an 8.9 percent improvement in two years;
· eighth graders, whose performance was measured each year from 2002, improved from 17.9 percent advanced or proficient that year to 48.7 percent in 2008, a 30.8 percent improvement in six years. 

“Obviously, Philadelphia has done a lot of things right in the 21st century, and they should be congratulated for the results,” said Trina Williams, director of mathematics with Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.  “It’s also clear that adopting Mathematics in Context for middle school was one of their good moves, and I’m glad to see the results have been so positive.” 

Mathematics in Context, which is used widely in schools throughout the U.S., was developed by the Wisconsin Center for Education Research, School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Freudenthal Institute at the University of Utrecht, The Netherlands. It's a standards-based curriculum whose initial development was funded in part by the National Science Foundation. Connections are a key feature of the program—connections among topics, to other disciplines, and between mathematics and the real world. 

The results of the PSSA exams are available at http://www.phila.k12.pa.us/announcements/releases/pssa.html.  Schools or school districts interested in Mathematics in Context or other Britannica products can call 800-621-3900 or go to http://info.eb.com.
About Encyclopaedia Britannica

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. is a leader in reference and education publishing whose encyclopedias and other products can be found in many media, from the Internet to cell phones to books. A pioneer in electronic publishing since the early 1980s, the company also still publishes the 32-volume Encyclopaedia Britannica, along with services such as Britannica Online School Edition and new printed products such as Britannica Illustrated Science Library. The company makes its headquarters in Chicago. 
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