For Immediate Release
Britannica’s Student Atlas reveals the world 
in colorful maps and facts 
CHICAGO, December 18, 2008—Students in grades 5-8 can explore the world in maps and facts with Britannica’s Student Atlas, just published by Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

The 132-page hardbound volume, priced at $29.95, contains extensive full-color maps in its coverage of all the nations and regions of the world along with rich, up-to-date information for student researchers and special features on a host of topics of current interest.  It’s an all-purpose product intended for classroom lessons, school projects, and homework.   
“This is an atlas that students can really jump into and enjoy,” said Michael Ross, a senior vice president at Britannica and general manager of the company’s education division.  “It makes learning to use maps easy and fun, a big benefit at an age when it’s important for students to acquire that skill.”

Features include: 
· Physical maps that display landforms and bodies of water.  This helps students learn about major rivers and deserts, highest and lowest elevations, ocean currents, and wind patterns.
· Current political maps.  They enable students to locate towns and countries across the globe and be confident that they have the most up-to-date information.
· Charts and graphs that provide detailed information at a glance, including statistics on agriculture, energy consumption, literacy, religions, and other important topics. 
· a fact-filled international section, with data on population, languages, monetary units and a color flag for each country.

A series of maps and charts focuses special attention of the United States, providing in-depth, state-by-state coverage of populations, roads, climate, vegetation, energy resources and income.

In addition to up-to-date political and physical maps that cover the world, the atlas also focuses on many topics of current interest and shows students clearly how those issues may be understood through maps and geographical data.  Special coverage includes climate, environmental issues, the physical history of the Earth, the solar system, the ocean floor, plate boundaries and earthquakes. 
Schools or libraries interested in Britannica’s Student Atlas or any of the company’s products can go to http://info.eb.com or call 1-800-621-3900.  Consumers may go to http://store.britannica.com.

About Encyclopaedia Britannica

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. (info.eb.com) is a leader in reference and education publishing whose products can be found in many media, from the Internet to cell phones to books. A pioneer in electronic publishing since the early 1980s, the company also still publishes the 32-volume Encyclopaedia Britannica, along with services such as Britannica Online School Edition and new printed products such as Britannica Illustrated Science Library. Britannica’s editorial operation is overseen by some of the world’s most distinguished scholars. The company makes its headquarters in Chicago. 
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