Contact:

Tom Panelas

Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc.

312-952-5421

tpanelas@eb.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Britannica Brings Great Books to E-Book Format

Classic set now digitized and searchable on Ingram Digital’s MyiLibrary Platform
CHICAGO, January 22, 2009—Great Books of the Western World, the 60-volume set of classics published by Encyclopaedia Britannica, is now available to libraries, universities and schools in electronic form and distributed exclusively through Ingram Digital’s industry-leading MyiLibrary™ aggregated e-book platform. 


Fully searchable and extensively interlinked, the electronic-book edition of the set enables readers to find anything in the corpus with a simple keyword search, making it easier to navigate and conduct research on the contents of the set, in addition to reading in the conventional way.


The product also contains a complete set of hypertext links between the Syntopicon, the two-volume idea index to the Great Books, and the places in the main text that the Syntopicon entries refer to.  
The Syntopicon is a distinctive reference tool organized around a list of 102 “Great Ideas” developed by the late philosopher Mortimer J. Adler. It enables readers to move among the works of great authors such as Homer, Shakespeare, Jane Austen and others, and navigate through the threads of particular concepts, such as happiness, liberty and truth, reviewing and comparing the specific things each author had to say about them.  The links from the Syntopicon entries to their targets in the books themselves allow readers to move about the set quickly and easily, without having to fumble between physical volumes.
Students and faculty at subscribing institutions and patrons of subscribing libraries will be able to access the Great Books from their home computers as well as at the institutions themselves.  They’ll be able to print out portions for easy reading. 

“This opens up whole new vistas for the Great Books,” said Michael Ross, a senior vice president at Britannica and general manager of Britannica Digital Learning.  “Today people want to do more with classic texts: they want to search and browse and move around effortlessly for reading and research. Now they can. I don’t think Plato or Virginia Woolf imagined their work would ever take this form, but their latter-day fans will be pleased.”  

Ross added that the pages of the e-book look like those of the printed edition but that extensive XML coding and tagging allow it to make the most of Ingram Digital’s capabilities for organizing and delivering content.

“For such a popular collection to be available now in electronic format is further evidence of the evolution of publishing,” states Rich Rosy, vice president and general manager of Ingram Digital’s Institutional Solutions division.  “We’re very excited to be the distribution partner of choice for one of the world’s leading publishers.”

Great Books of the Western World was first published in 54 volumes by Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., in 1952.  That first edition was edited by Robert Maynard Hutchins, then chancellor of the University of Chicago, and Mortimer J. Adler.  The second, current edition, revised by Adler to include more recent works, was published in 60 volumes in 1990.  The current set includes 517 of the most important works in literature, history, philosophy, and science from the past 25 centuries.  The electronic e-book edition of the Great Books contains precisely the same contents as the printed version.
Schools or libraries interested in Great Books of the Western World e-book edition or any of Britannica’s products can go to http://info.eb.com or call 1-800-621-3900 for more information.  They can also contact a MyiLibrary sales representative directly at milsales@ingramdigital.com or 615-213-5400.
About Encyclopaedia Britannica

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. is a leader in reference and education publishing whose encyclopedias and other products can be found in many media, from the Internet to cell phones to books. A pioneer in electronic publishing since the early 1980s, the company also still publishes the 32-volume Encyclopaedia Britannica, along with services such as Britannica Online School Edition and new printed products such as Britannica Illustrated Science Library. Britannica’s editorial operation is overseen by some of the world’s most distinguished scholars. The company makes its headquarters in Chicago. 

About Ingram Digital
Ingram Digital is an Ingram content company. The Ingram content companies provide a broad range of physical and digital services to the book industry, and immediate access to the largest selection of books and book-related products in the industry. The content companies are Ingram Digital, Lightning Source Inc., Ingram Book Company, Ingram International Inc., Ingram Library Services Inc., Coutts Information Services, Ingram Periodicals Inc., Ingram Publisher Services Inc., Spring Arbor Distributors Inc., and Tennessee Book Company LLC. For more information about Ingram Digital, visit the website www.ingramdigital.com.
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